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® Reflection is a central part of the learning process, and self-evalua-

tion is a major part of the reflection process (p.3).
® Learning happens best when learners have the opportunity to reflect

on their learning (p.181).
® All learners need time to reflect on what has occurred in order to

make sense of those experiences and to organize ideas for future use.

Reflection, says Dewey, is the “heart of intellectual organization and

of the disciplined mind” (p.43).
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® Whole language brings the outside world into the classroom by valu-
ing and then relating learners life experiences to classroom learning
experiences (p.4).

® Each whole language classroom invents itself as a learning commu-
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nity (Whitmore and Crowell 1994) (p.4).

® A major aspect of education is being socialized into a community:
joining the literacy club (Smith 1988) (p.4).

® Whole language teachers value collaborative learning communities
and consciously work to create a sense of shared involvement (p.4).
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Whole language teacher educators recognize themselves as learners
along with the professionals--- We push the limits of innovation
and change, often while challenged by roadblocks that are cement-
ed in the institutions and traditions where we work. We are visible
learners in our classrooms, inviting our students into our own
questioning as well as our blunders and miscues, and changing our
practices based on what we learn (p.6).
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