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4. 博士論文審査の要旨

Ms. Ran Fan's PhD dissertation defense took place on January 26虹2022, from 15:30 to around 16:40. 

The committee was composed of the thesis director (Prof. Donna Tatsuki), two professors from Kobe 

City University of Foreign Studies (Prof. Haruhiko Yamaguchi and Prof. Montserrat Sanz), and an 

external member (Prof. William E. Snyder, from the Graduate Program in International Language 

Education: TESOL, World Language Center, Soka University, Hachioji, Tokyo). Due to the Covid-19 

pandemic and the quasi state of emergency under effect, the defense was conducted in an online 

format, with all of the committee members (Prof. Tatsuki, Prof. Yamaguchi, Prof. Sanz, Prof. Snyder) 

as well as the candidate participating from home through the platform Zoom. 

Ms. Fan presented her results for 22 minutes, followed by a question session from the committee 

members, who later applauded the high quality and persuasiveness of the presentation. The 

committee praised the contributions of the dissertation to the field of L2 learning and teaching, as well 

as to area of curriculum design. It was praised as a model of syllabus design with immediate 

educational implications. Specifically, it was noted that this dissertation achieved something that is not 

valued enough in society: doing practical research that is of immediate use for learners and the 

learning community. It also represents the reality of teachers who are faced with developing course 

curricula while teaching rather than being given the time and resources to follow traditional 

development cycles. Thus, the unique structure of the dissertation was valued; the thesis followed the 






