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Abstract

This paper explores how Tadashi Imai, a film director active after the Pacific
War, added realism to his films. It is commonly believed that And Yet We Live (1951)
was his first film with full-scale social realism; however, elements of realism appear
as early as Until the Day We Meet Again (1950). Until the Day We Meet Again has
been known as a melodramatic work but not a realistic one. Imai hoped the film
would be commercially successful, but he stuck to his belief that the central
character could not strongly protest against war even though the audience may want
him to do so, because Imai did not think that such a character would be realistic.
This paper mainly refers to Blue Mountains (1949), Until the Day We Meet Again
(1950), and And Yet We Live (1951). Imai made these three consecutive works
immediately after Japan's defeat in the war, and in each of them, he involved aspects

of realism in different ways.
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