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Death in everyday life : Dorothy Wordsworth's
sense of death
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William Wordsworth O 5213 [ ] (Essays upon Epitaphs,
1810), [i®] (The Excursion, 1814), [ 4 7 ] (“Michael,” 1800),
[52] (“The Brothers” 1800) 7% &, ER~DH.L, FE~OMELAR S
NBEMYE 2B DD, HDorothy bF7, #59 L-BELE2REEXEFLT
Wiz, 72E X IX18083ED ATy b T U FIRITOBEWH 250 L 2[R
(Recollections of a Tour made in Scotland, 1803) \Zi%, IZEEFTFICD
WTORRRLERIAFOHES+ Il bd b, 1822E0RX2y TV FRE
ghit (Journal of my Second Tour in Scbtland, 1822) TlE, EHi %3
hBHEDOIED, BWHEEEEEL T HHE, REDVIENTLHH
Bi% CbRENT VB, 1820E0E — 1 /ST & o 72 RATE (A Tour
on the Continent, 1820) TH, HAKEIIRXAINTHEELZADE
PFHORTCRDOTAHANDERLE, RIFZVEADEL L) b orhiE
CRLNZ, L TROMEMIZR Z1E ETRDEITRS 2 557, 180005
18034E T CTEINI: 79X I THE) (The Grasmere Journals) 12
b, BRIBTIT 2 HALERXROEIEODE LYY — PR, /1%
B 7 D BB L7 ) BERALT 5 72 ) &\ o 2RO T B RBICHE U o
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As soon as we had breakfasted we departed. It rained when we set
off [....] We were obliged to stay two hours at K [irby] while the
horses were feeding. We wrote a few lines to Sara & then walked
out, the sun ishone & we went to the Church-yard, after we had
put a Letter into the Post office for the York Herald. We
sauntered about & read the Grave-stones. There was one to the

. Iemory. of 9 Children, who had all. dled within 9. _years, & the
, _4longest hved had only hved 4 years There was another Stone erected
mto the memory of an unfortunate woman (as we supposed by a

' '“"stranger) The verses engraved upon it expressed that she had'beén
 _neglected by her. Relations & 'cotinselled’ the Readers ' of.-those
words to look within & recollect . their own frailties. : |
(Oct 4, 1802)
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2 Foy—=oHE»S D5 HIZ X Dorothy Wordsworth, Thet Grasmere Journals ed.
Pamela Woof (Oxford: Oxford UP, 1991) %\ 5, .
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%o (Dorothy Wordsworth and Romanttczsm (New Brunswick: Rutgers, The State
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[Aggthisher] was going to attend upon Goan’s dying Infant. She
said ‘There are many heavier C‘rossesvthan the death of an Infant’,

& went on ‘There was a woman in this vale who buried 4 grown-up
Children in one year, & I have heard her say when many years were
gone by that she had more pleasure in thlnklng of these 4 than of
her living Chlldren for as Children get up & have families of their

own their duty to their parents ‘wears out & weakens’. She could trip

lightly by the graves of those who died when they were young —with

a light step, as she went to church on a Sunday
(June 3, 1802) (7 » ¥ —o4 Y I3EEH)
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DIEL D HEC UE LW DRRWB S| 75Eh [k ZhBTEOT L E
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A fine coolish morning. I ironed till 1/2 past three—now very hot. 1

then went to a funeral at John Dawsons. About 10 men & 4 women.

Bread cheese & ale—they talked sensibly & chearf.ully_about common

6 Elizabeth A.Bohls iX Women Travel Writing and the Language of Aesthetics 1716-1818
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things. The dead pérson 56 years of age buried by the parish—the
coffin was neatly lettered & painted black & covered with a decent
~cloth. [....] T was affected to tears while we stood in the house
the coffm lylng before me. There were no near k1ndred no chlldren

When we got out of ‘the dark house the sun was shlnlng & the

prospect looked so divinely beautiful as I never saw it. It seemed

‘more. sacred than ] had ever seen it, & yet more: allied to human

life. The green f1elds nelghbours of the churchyard were green as

p0581ble & w1th the brlghtness of the sunshme looked qulte Gay

I thought’ she was gomg to a qulet spot. [ JT had not finished

ironing till 7 o’clock.” The wind was now high & 'T-did" not

walk—writing my journal now.at 8 o’clock.- e '
(Sep. 3, 1800) (7’/7 7/( /ﬁg‘)
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»Joanna said to me “There is a corpse with‘inl"’;'and ‘the, mistress
desired me to enter. [....] A chearful fire was in the centre of the

small black apartment, and at one end lay the 'body of a child
(74) |




“covered with ‘a clean linen cloth. The mother of the child (the

_mistress’s Sister) seated at the head of the Bier. [....] Cakes were

_baklng on a Glrdle—a little bare-footed Girl came & cowered over

“the smoke and flame and the sorrowmg Mother seeing no one

else at liberty, suspends her last duties to the dead to turn the

‘cakes, and goes back again to her place. While I was seated by

this humble fire-side, musing. on poverty, & peace, on death & the
grave, the mistress of the house repaired to an inner room, and
brought out the basm of mllk which she courteously offered me.
I begged some ‘of her warm bread and would fain have kept my

geat.
7
' (Sept. 21, 1822) (7 ¥ —54 VEEE)
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7 Blﬁﬁﬂi Journal of My second Tour in Scotland 1822 ed. Jiro Nagasawa (Tokyo
- Kenkyusha, 1989) X 1,
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& [#HEEMR] &%, WW O%GJ&LT%%w%k®%tOW<FU
Y- DERE, WOMIROTNEEBLTWA, SbICE AL, FhHH
(76 )




BFEOERE FICRZ A HICBVWTIE, FOY—0FBL 07714 L
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RELEEEORCODELT, FaL—bwqUT7od [EOKH] &
VWIBDEF—A A=V LTHOTV B DI, SEE FTL -0t
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182046 7TH, FOY—dw 4 UTARATY =L EDIZT—T vk
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The wide fields were covered with luxuriant crops, —just as they

had been before the battles, except that now the corn was nearly

ripe, and then it was green. We stood upon grass, and corn fields

where heaps of our countrymen lay buried beneath our feet. There

‘was little to be-seen; but much to be felt‘;m——soi*row and sadness,

8 William, Mary, Dorothy, Mr. and Mrs. Monkhouse, Miss Horrocks &\*9 A v ¥ —"T
fThihsb,
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. and even something like horror breathed out. of ‘the ground as. we
- stood upon it! . [ ven) The ruins. of  the severel»ywcontested chateau
~of Hougamont had been ridded away smce the battle and the

1n]ur1es done to the farm house repalred I.. ] “Nature S unlversal

" robe of green humanlty S appomted shroud” enwrap them -
(July 17, 1820) (A% V) 7 RZBEIL, T v =34 VIdEE)
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9 TRERITEE] 6 D51 IZiE Journals of Dorothy Wordsworth, ed. Earnest de
Seliricourt (Hamden,, Connecticut: Archon, - 1970).. BT @, Journal of: a Tour on ‘the
Continent, 1820% F\: 5%
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RBIZFHEINTWwE0I, Wy1 U740 [#EHE] (Bk :99%6-7) 25
D—FThHbD, ZADIRN/ZE D O BAKIEHIZIR S N4 DERTOYIEE
HE, WOTHEGSDHLOEOKMIZIE, BELEPR-TWAZIEZRKT
BFER, TNEBVWRI LS, Foi—id, AHMOEHGE V) DT
FTHEDOKBEVWIRET 2T LIDOLDOLELERLTVS L), X
I2E 5T, FBREWV) T EIIKRHUHEZDDZERDIEAL D By

ZZTRICFIAL72VDIL, #i3) [RERITRE] 2»0TH5H, TV 7
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'Y [illiam]_ and 1 lay down ﬁpon a sunny bahk beside a rivulet,
not delightfﬁl to the eye, for- it was grey and muddy, but travelling
With a voice.as‘ chearfvul as the brightest. We shut our eyes to
listen, and to feel the pleasure of ‘the sunshine in perfect rest.
(Sep. 14, 1820) (7 ¥ & —F 4 »i3%EHE)

ZO—HOREIHIZIE, ZADOIBAMBINCBDOROEY 7T »DIET 2 ADKR
FHLIANDHA FHFBRIBERINTRALL VI ER, | EHICKE
ADVEHEI T > TOTEP BN EB7 LV, AL AT KOT
57 VTN TR TIEAL LV I, ERAS75 b YY) IORICT S,
CCZTEAMIES LS LED L EORNEE L ARES L, EOTFE
BHELILLIBERLLTEY, 29 LAXRTHREE— 2 hid

Levin D36 L TV B 2 £ Th A — [2eh bHKE] L) B, B

il

10 “the phrase ‘in perfect rest’ refers not only to the peaceful, tranquil moment but also
to the perfect rest of death”. (Levin, p.99)
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TWAEHICEbNL, RHICHEZDY, HONX, NOBEZ2ELALZIL,
FEY =3, RO TIIMIbL2EOFITE, TOMNIEVILDELRET
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o L7HEMEZZRLTANE) —HiA, [F/5AIT7HR] 12d 5,
18154F |2 [HATICARI % 217 55 ] (“Poems on Naming of Places”) @
DEDITMAoNEZ Eilhol: [HOELAXBENT] (“When, to the
attraction of -the world”) THbhTwd [Varoik] ~, Fali—-£&
TAN)T APHERICHEPTTELEEDZ LA S NIERT L,

We then went to Johns Grove, sate -a while at first. Afterwards
William lay, & I lay in the trench under the fence—he with his

eyes shut & listening to the waterfalls & the Birds. There was no
one waterfall above another—it was a sound of waters in the air
—the voice of the air. William heard me breathing & rustling now

" & then but we both'lay still, & unseen by one another—he thought

that it would be as sweet thus to lie so in the grave, to hear the

‘peaceful sounds of the earth & just to know that ones dear friends

were near.

(April 29, 1802) (7> ¥ —35 1 v 13%#)
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TERBLEENTOEIR - TWZE, LA EREDRS, FOY—
i, E@ﬁ#ﬁﬁ’(“ﬁ)o f:ﬂl‘ﬂi JHFERZADT & %K%@E@i Aol LBV,
NI TP r ADRE [RE) ERATYS, TEOERLLIDENEL
BEBLIIZEEN RV, 2RI ORENBMFTERLRTY
FOTHD, LOEIHESATHWEIOELA, BADSLAL DD,
15812 o TR Y RV B HERBOTCIET bR E LR, &2 TE
WHATL 2 Z 7L EDZ L THAB, | |

Never, till I came to Penrith, did I feel the loss I sustained when

I was deprived of a Father. One would imagine that a Grandmr would

11 FaI—OFREI6O5|Hi2ik, The Letters of William and Dorothy Wordsworth,
Second Edition (ed. Earnest de  Selincourt, revised by Chester L.Shaver, Mary
Moorman, Alan G. Hill, Oxford: Clarendon Press, 1967-1982) # HW 5,

12 “My Aunt, you know, has been my Mother.” (to Catherine Clarkson, July 19, 1807);

“The loss of a mother can only be made up by such a friend as my dear Aunt” (to
Jane Pollard, January, 1788) % &0k % 5%,
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feel for her grandchild all the tenderness of mother particularly when
that Grandchild had no other parent, but there is so little of

tenderness in her manner or of anything affectlonate that while

I am in her house I cannot at all cons1der myself as at home 1

feel like a stranger
. (To Jané Pollard, November, 1787) (7 v ¥ — 5 4 &)

ZOFMIE, BOLS REMPECT LR, [RE] Thorony
7797 ADREMLENBHT, HFE R ) AORIHART NS, 7
D779 s ABDRY ) ANOBIIE, BRICE > TRVDIEET ORI,
REFRETHo1-OTH 5,

ZITRELZGOM, FOU-#E &waaourﬁﬁjet<¢e
&@V%Té%tw7;ttohﬂ/ #Xﬁtlﬁ&%%kib&|
L’Cl/‘ti?‘ & l/‘x.ti FREED %:J’ﬁé(ﬂ“’% BE U De Selincourt bIEML T
AR P L, B EEE%PJ:?T% Lz’)‘L?)lec‘: L'C@ﬂ%% 5z AL,
KL% b ofﬁ%ééﬁé ti)\%w thcM‘é: w;c :Ji RBEKR)
BxRz, %E%% ’FUOWTwé#Btol%%OT%hm/~L
mﬁﬁmﬁtﬁgwﬁﬁﬁﬁtht#>ﬁﬁ%% = L CHEIEE DTS
DN, WEEEIELALD D, ﬁﬁkkofuﬁ\%fof(hé
%E&%otetehxﬁmﬁﬁﬁ#ofio R,

RAEZE xn@ ﬁﬁ@%%@%@i FU/ &of%<F§%mJ
%%&éﬁéewcu&%&#of&axéwfu&wtéoﬁo)?Kt
13 Earnest de Selincourt, Dorothy Wordsworth A Blography, (Oxford: Clarendon Press,

-.1933), pp.3-4. :

14 “We in the same moment lost a father, a mother a, home we have been equally

" “deprived of our patrlmony by the cruel Hand of lordly Tyranny (to Jane Pollard, Feb.
16, 1793) £H B L5, KPEHFTL ol &, FHbICEZONEREFOREL, 1§
V3 Z Tvi7z James Lowther ICEHL) SHTLEWV, FRHAEXRICKHDbNLA I TIZIEE
WIEEROBHEEL/-OTHE, Fri—id I_jcﬁﬁi‘wiuf%'ﬁﬁé%9&29?‘0"?‘/\,7‘:“0)@ Evio
722 e R AIENBENTW S,

15 Fovy—=pEELZELT, KE (Home) tuv) em_ﬁﬁ“%ﬁ%ui—méﬁbﬁw E,K
BBV LEBVEDLELBORLENVEDBBOTIC-BICESLTI LT oW EN
ERbLRIT-ZEIE, 29 LERENEELEDboTwE LB S, :
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16
LEFOZERIE, REOR, REOREIZL-THI ZEWTELDTHAS,
m%mﬁuﬁt<yl—yu@ft$ﬁ®¢f,%<Lfﬁﬁ%&<tt%
BRIZEST b RBORE VS EI WAL LD L LI LEoTV S, MEOE
BT LAY AFADEHERTEHI2EET LT, BENALELLORETED
BLnw)TITADBEL TN,

L7 EZIL, BLHRIZE VS “George and Sarah Green” (18081)8
EVI)EFFICEDWEE (HANIIEEHFLVOIREDLD Lhiwv) I2F
BLTWVWS, 2ZTiE, MBALRTERL728ANDFHIED, WhIZL T
FAITOHEBDOANLIIBEHON, EIXE_OREZRE L Twholzp
EWV) ZEICHEPBEIN TS, R ED, Bided THEXRIZL-

19 .
’C“f‘ TERIIENAZ ENFRIN TS, BB ELWELAICTSAD
T2V, BXOBRBIIFEE- L LD bESIN-FHRI-EOENEITSH
NTWw5b, MBERERLL LT BIE, #BAFREOPICE_ DR ER
BEx R LTERTHE, HRELLORVEIE, &I NHEEDAL
DOEIT, FBWFEL Lo TEERITAH, FELATV R IZE S THhESINL
FlZk oTY, FRITE L A2BETIRRVDE, RKOFEOBMTT, &
HEHICHFLVAENSZzONS, LAbEEEER, SEEOBVWHE A Lgﬁ

DO TN ZLIZt T, Z0O8ELVBELLDIIT I ENTED,

16 “The Mother’s Return”, “An Address to a child in a high wind” % &, FOo Y —id
MtEe | REOFRE] #FEL LFr0 20BNV TNES,

17 “We have been endeared to each other by early misfortune. We in the same moment lost
a father, a mother, a home, [....] These afflictions have all contributed to unite us
closer by the Bonds of affection notwithstanding we have been compelled to spend our
youth far asunder.” (to Jane Pollard, Feb 16, 1793)

18 1808 3R/ FAITOEATH o7 Green RENEOTEHFL L TLEH, BEN/8
ADOGTFREBREDANALPFESTLTHIEWS I 2% S, Dorothy 2B 5 %BJJH'%
ToODEEEFELHIIZ, R Willlam2»HEBOHONTIOWMELEL (RFESLH) 4%, In%
WRT 5 Z &2 Tid, HF NICETOHRELEHIZL TE 1) BREIIEKED 79*7?% »hH
EV\))E_EE"Gfﬁ&L_:?EE‘?“é (to Catherine Clarkson, Dec. 9, 1810), MO THR XN A D
12, 19364 D = & Tdh b, George and Sarah Green:A Narrative, ed. BEarnest de
Selincourt (Oxford: Clarendon, 1936) RO Z &,

19 Levin i h#&HIZEWTT, Fudy—izk o'fl/‘ﬁ’L#I—]ﬂiﬁ‘EE'C%% 7)‘ itk ->T
[Hh#g] ——IEFEEO—/ [ FKIRO#: IR L A0 EEHL TS
(Levin, pp.41-52)

20 BEN/EL LI REORVHERET L ETCHD L LOROBEIEDLENIEZT
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CH L7SeE#, £EFREBIL, Y12 )70 [Reel, [HEE] c#hhi-#
NIZHBELBEERABHKES ).

WBOIE, FHITEBZERIL, FEedi—illosTEHDIDOTEDL I E
BTEL, L2LREFDIRE, &, BOFIIONWTIEZFITFANDS o728
Thb, FOY—=DPKRACZ>THS, HERPFRKICHBFEESOEFLE
BERTEIEZoTLOERBRLAZABROIL L VI DL, 18054 2 A D%
John D%, % L TI18124E 6 A ®IE D Catharine, 2\ THEI2FE OE D
Thomas DI, ZD=ZOFETFTLNDL, TNHE=DDIEL HREIINT 5
FOy—DRGIE, PLTOEVIEISHED00, ENSEFLZBNIHET
Wh, ERMELZ 7Y ATF v 6L, [REBWTIIWIT 2w, ok
OWHE DB 5 LD b, WOWKE S NS PIZREZO LD
51 &) &) e LR MELHFAFCECREPYE, BT 2 ANOEEES
PIFITANLI EVWIBHILTWSE, LALETY, THEEAFBOEE
EELTRZEPICRITANS] L) DIFIZIZVhERv, Ta r2oE
BT hofzb ) MbEEROAL &1, E22FEVTHMERTY
YaroIleFEVHINTRSENS, L) 2L 2R ELARTY
2o FLMVELEEAEED S BICETTEL LEBICHE, #H52MRDHE
EWOBIES LK 6 Z LM RENEV) ZET, BTy
FABlof L E VS 2k %%ﬂ&@qﬂﬂ?f‘*% b6 L,Tmzo %0)7 1Y%,

oyl oWJ%zﬁHm‘o%mx

" The very air of the place—the stillness—the occasional sounds and
above all the view of that school, our darling’s daily pride and
joy—that churchyard his playground—all oppressed us and do

NI, E A TRT Y b9 Y FIRER] 06, BRICEARNOERE V) DREEE D LD

EZAHIROLNERFOPLDEZ L) BVICHLLBHE R LICHEZ 5,

21 To Christopher Wordsworth, Feb. 27, 1805;: to Richard Wordsworth, Mar. 4, 1805; to
Lady Beaumont, Mar. 18th, 1805%: &,
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continue to oppress us with unatterable sadness. [....] yet on the

other hand we should wish to be within a walk .of }Grasmere—

and should wish to keep up that bond betwixt the living and the

dead by going weekly to the parish Church beside which they are
laid; '
(To Catherine Clarkson, Jan. 5, 1813) (7 ¥ ¥ —J 1 L 4¥#)

It 1s having those objects continually present in which the children
used to delight—above all the school and the Church-yard which is
the greatest evil. At Rydal we shall be removed from these, [....]
It is true that when she [Mary] comes to Church, on a Sunday, it
will be like coming to thé"hdr'n_e of the d_eéd: Children; but on the

other hand to be entirely removed from ‘thém would be a source of

ling'ering regret, and we all wish that our Bodies may lie beside

theirs.
(To Mary Hutchinson née Monkhouse, Feb. 1, 1813)
| CZ T % =

INLOFMERD L, THEFELHFBEYE) KAL) 2LEv)0EdFR
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ENEBIHDT DL TRE L EEOBOBEMERL V] 2671, ZLT
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| On the Sunday afternoon and the Monday I had been for several
hours with Willy and her [Catharlne] in the Churchyard and they

had run races and played on the very ground where now she lies.
(To Catherine Clarkson, June 23, 1812)

Blessings to .‘ba on his [Thomas’s] gravé—that turf on which his
pure feet so often have trod—
(To Catherine Clarkson, April 6, 1813)
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