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Exploring a reality of Kappa
- what lies beneath sumo-loving of Kappa-

TAKEMURA Masaya

During the Meiji Period, there was a philosopher named Enryo Inoue, who
was known as a doctor of specter. He established a school called ‘tetsugakukan’
which was the precursor of Toyo University and he taught a course in
spectrology. He had carried out a detailed study as a doctor of specter of a
different type of specters and its phenomenon.

We may expect that Inoue had difinitely given a favorable review on a
specter being since he had earnestly carried out a study. However Inoue had
concluded that a specter being and a deal of superstition around a specter would
distance people from the attainment of the truth. Rather, Inoue gave particular
attention in promoting scientific analysis of unnatural phenomenon around a
specter.

Meanwhile, Inoue had widen his sphere of knowledge in terms of results and
authored several books such as “Yokaigaku” and “Yokaigaku-kogi”.

In the Meiji Period, Inoue had tried to root out many of its unnatural and
opaque phenomenon and a deal of superstition since Japan was facing an age of
modern.

However, it was hard to say his attempt was successful. Kunio Yanagida
had taken over its productive research and had put a critical opinion to Inoue by
using a term ‘a folk belief rather than ‘superstitions’. Yanagida’'s study was
emphasized on the mind condition of which they believe a specter being and a
deal of superstition around a specter. It may be called a ‘reality’.

In exploring some phenomenon and one’s experience in an analogous
pattern, we are sometimes seized by a sudden temptation to draw causal
inference which is far from it’s scientific analysis, it is especially so given that they
happen in a different time and place with something a little out of the ordinary.To
concluede that it is not worthy of belief because of a lack of its scientific
foundation is a sophistical argument. Once we have relished the texture of its
experience into our body, it lingers at the back of our mind and body. We cannot
deny the fact that unnatural and opaque phenomenon and a deal of superstiton
which lack of scientific phenomenon has produced traditional folkways by being a
reality of a phenomenon and a linger. To exploring a reality of Kappa
particulary through the position of a specter being and its folways is the main
purpose of this study.
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Kappa is filled with a variety of character portraits. Pulling cattles deep under
water, bestowing wealth, teaching the secret of arcanum, Kappa likes cucumbers
and hate iron and Buddhism. Kappa always waits for a chance of Sumo. Kappa
pulls humans under water and pick their ‘shirikodama’ and ‘kimo’.‘Shirikodama ’
is the ball imagined to be around the anus of humans. It is also said that the one
who got out of the trouble sometimes became insane after seeing Kappa.

Kappa also tends to be lured into fire. As stated above, these are a variety of
character portraits of Kappa. Pulling cattles deep under water is estimated to be
‘amagoi’ and waiting for a chance of Sumo is for praying fertility. This study also
mentions ‘God of water’ was ruined into Kappa in order to maintain the authority,
and it led to create discrimination among people.



