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“color your ambiente with your preferences” 

(“Aphorisms on Futurism”)  
 
1916 Mina Loy 1882-1996
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  1 The Lost Baedeker, 151. The Lost Lunar Baedeker 

The Last Lunar Baedeker LLB  
  2 Carolyn Burke Becoming Modern 1915 Rogue Virgins 

Plus Curtains Minus Dots Tice Virgin Minus Verse
Goody 2007 109  

  3 1980 Virginia M. Kouidis Mina Loy American Modernist Poet
Robert L. Connover 1982 The Last Lunar Baedeker 1991 Insel 1996

The Lost Lunar Baedeker 1983
11 T. S. Eliot Yvor Winters  

so simplified, so denuded of secondary accent, as to be indistinguishable from prose
1996 Becoming Modern: The Life of Mina Loy

Helen Vendler

(New York Review of Books 1996) 1998
Mina Loy: Woman and Poet(Maeera Shreiber & Keith Tuma )

2010 A Salt Companion to 
Mina Loy Stories and Essays of Mina Loy

—
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1910 “Songs for Joanne”
(“Feminist Manifesto”)
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1882 Julia Brian
Sigmund Löwry 17 1903

Stephen Haweits 1904

Filippo 
Marinetti Giovanni Pappini

Gertrude Stein Mabel Dodge Carl van Vechten
1914 Rogue Alfred Stiegitz Camera 
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Becoming Modern: the Life of Mina Loy (1996)

Virginia M. Kouisidis Mina Loy American Modernist Poet (1980) 1920 Little 
Review Man Ray

                                                                    
  4 1921 "... is there anyone in America except you, Bill (William 

Carlos Williams) and Loy who can write anything of interest in verse?" 
(Qtd.Burk XXX) 

  5 “International Psycho-Democracy”(LLB 276):“Live life at first hand.|make the world your 
Salon.|PSYCHO-DEMOCARCY|A Movement to Focus Human Reason |on |The Conscious Direction 
of Evolution.” 



 

 
Roger L. Conover The Lost Baedeker

1920

18

Castle 21-24

 
“Consider Your 

Grandmother’s Stays” (1916)

 
Alensberg

1997

                                                                    
  6 Suzanne Zelazo, "Altered Observation of Modern Eyes: Mina Loy's Collages, and 

Multisensual Aesthetics" Marjorie Perloff Collage typically juxtaposes 
real  items . . . with painted or drawn images so as to create a curiously contradictory pictorial surface. 

Each element in the collage has a kind of double function: it refers to an external reality even as its 
compositional thrust is to undercut the very referentiality it seems to assert.” (385)   

  7 Modern American Poetry: Artworks by Mina Loy
http://www.english.illinois.edu/maps/poets/g_l/loy/artworks.htm 

  8 Arthur Cravan



  

“Making Mischief: Dada Invades New York”

“Midnight at the Arensbergs’: A Readymade Conversation” Steven 
Watson  

 
Mina Loy enters.(Attired in a beige dress of her own design, her black hair twisted in a 
chignon, wearing a mosaic brooch and candelabra earrings in which a dragonfly is 
encased in amber).  
Marcel Duchamp says Mina, you and beautiful clothes. 185   
 

 
 
Loy: We modern women will have to leave off looking to men to find out what we are not. 
As conditions are at present constituted we have the choice between Parasitism, 
Prostitution, or Negation. As a beginning I suggest the unconditional surgical destruction 
of virginity at puberty. So much for the man-made body of virtue. 201

 

“Inadeaquate”

                                                                                                                                                      
Aldred Kreymborg  Others

Others “Modernist 
Journals Project Others 1 “Love 
Songs” American Salons(413)  

  9 Stephen Voyce, 'Make the World Your Salon': Poetry and 
Community at the Arensberg Apartment” (American Salons)  



 

(154-155)

 
 

 

Aphorisms on Futurism  
 
BUT the Future is only dark from outside. 
Leap into it and it EXPLODES with Light. 

 
NOT to be a cipher in your ambiente. 
But to color your ambiente with your preferences. (149, 151) 
 

1902

 
                                                                    

10 

9
 236  

11 Lara Vetter "Theories of Spiritual 
Evolution, Christian Science, and the ‘Cosmopolitan Jew’: Mina Loy and American Identity"

1920



  

Peggy Guggenheim

Sylvia Beech
 

 
When you went to Mina’s apartment you threaded your way past lamp shades that were 
everywhere: she made them to support her children. She made all her own clothes, also, 
and perhaps theirs. Her hats were very like her lamp shades; or perhaps it was the lamp 
shades that were like her hats. She wrote poetry whenever she had time. Qtd. Dunn 444  
 

Our Singing Strength

Kinnahan 12

 
 

                                                                                                                                                      
  

12 Roger Connover Her hats, dresses, 
lampshades, and inventions were accessories to her literary creations. Not her indifference, but her resolute 
attachment of life made all of its furnishings autobiographical adjuncts. She was as interested in newspapers 
and fashion magazines as in literary journals. She integrated artistic, commercial, and domestic expression 
into one interdisciplinary condition. Her impulse was to break down existing boundaries, to go beyond 
fixed limits. . . But we keep shining our light on the margins, and occasionally we pick up something odd, 
and new. We think we are reading a poem. Then something glistens. Mina Loy?  (lxi). 



 

(Qtd.Kouidis 28)
“Songs to Joannes”(1917)

 
 
Spawn of Fantasies 
Sitting the appraisable 
   Pig Cupid   His rosy snout 
Rooting erotic garbage 
( ) 
I must live in my lantern 
Trimming subliminal flicker 
Virginal to the bellows 
of Experience 
  Coloured Glass 53  
 

 

                                                                    
13 

“I believe we ll get more wholesome sex  in American Art than English after all . . . 
but that is to be expected we haven t had a Whitman (Qtd.Kouidis 27). 



  

(246)

 “flick”
 

 
 

67  
 
The prig of passion -- -- -- --  
To your professorial paucity 
 
Proto-plasm was raving mad 
Evolving us -- -- -- --  
 

68  
 
Love -- -- -- the preeminent litterateur  (XXXIV) 
 

 “p”

                                                                    
14 Burke  “Globe céleste”  

“Les Etoiles”  



 

 

(Qtd. 
Kinnahan 53)

 

Selinger
32 3

 
 
We might have given birth to a butterfly 
With the daily news 
Printed in blood on its wings 54  
 

 
“logopoeia”

                                                                    
15  John Wilkinson “Stumbling, Balking, Tacking: Robert Creeley’s For Love and Mina Loy’s Love 

Songs to Joannes,”The Lyric –Touch (271-2). 
16  Ezra Pound, Marianne Moore and Mina Loy (424)  



  

litterateur

 
“Parturition” (1914)

“knowing” (“unfolding”)
 

 
Waves that same undulation of living 
Death 
Life 
I am knowing 
All about  
  Unfolding 7  
 

(“Unfolding”)

“undulation”

 

(“vibration”)
“spiritual power”

 
 
Comparing the rudimentary organisms of initial life in this planet, described by the 
scientist, to the complexity of human beings today I see everywhere an evidence, even in 
our apparent frivolities that the trend of our evolution is toward constant increase of that 
vibrational gamut until the spiritual power of the universe is no longer secretive to any of 
us” (Qtd. Vetter 53). 



 

(Prescott 206)

 
 

 
55 70

“After Pogrom”
“On Third Avenue”

 
 
“You should have disappeared years ago” 
 
so disappear 
on Third Avenue 
to share the heedless incognito 
 
of shuffling shadow-bodies 
animate with frustration 
 
whose silence’    only potence is 
respiration 
preceding the eroded bronze contours of their other aromas 
 
through the monstrous air  
of this red-lit thoroughfare. 109  

                                                                    
17 “After Pogrom”

Turning in on the Atom 
Bomb, ”Stories and Essays (286-289)  



  

potence

 
 
For their ornateness 
Time, the contortive tailor, 
on and off, 
clowned with sweat-sculptured cloth  
to press 
upon these irreparable dummies 
an eerie undress 
of mummies 
half unwound. (109-110) 
 

 
(“dummies”) (“undress”) “unwound”
(“mummies”)

“mummies”
sex gender  

“Communal 
Cot”(c.1950) 10

                                                                    
18 “Constructions” Burke “Francis M. 

Nauman Fine Art” web Making Mischief  



 

 
“Hot Cross Bum”

(“bum”) (“bun”)
 

 
waylaying for branding 
indirigible bums 
with the hot-cross 
of ovenly buns. 142  
 

“ovenly”
“a bun in the oven”

 159

 (“unfuture”)  

 “unfuture”  (“un”)

                                                                    
19  

(159)  



  

 
 
Inamorato 
of incognito ignis fatuus  
fatuitous possessor of thoroughfare 
 

 
 
of ocean 
of inhalation 
of coition 
 

“sex” coition  “sex”
 “coition”

 
Christ on a Clothesline (ca.1955-59)

                                                                    
20  “Construction” Joseph 

Cornell 1903-72
1920 “Loy and Cornell”

Tim Armstrong
(220)  



 

(“eye”) (“I”)
 

 
1910

1950
1958 W.C.

 
 
Mina Loy was endowed from birth with a first-rate intelligence and a sensibility which has 
plagued her all her life facing a shoddy world. When she puts a word down on paper it is 
clean; that forces her fellows to shy away from it because they are not clean and will be 
contaminated by her cleanliness. Therefore she has not been a successful writer and 
couldn’t care less. But it has hurt her chances of being known. (LLB xvi)  
 

 clean

Kuidis 47
 

 
 
                                                                    

21 The Last Lunar Baedeker Conover “Throughout the 1940s, M.L. is engaged in a 
metaphorical quest to find Christ in the Bowery. She moves comfortably within the bum’ s milieu . . .”

(lxxvi)  
22 1916 Provincetown Playhouse Lima Beans 

1958 The Last Lunar Baedeker 76

Stories and Essays  “William Carlos Williams”  



  

Lunar Baedeker & Time-Tables 82

(Burke 436)
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